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{p. 6)? or that "religion always begins with fear" (p. 14)? or that 
there was monotheism in Egypt and Babylonia (p. 49) ? or that the 
Arabic gospel of the infancy is "documentary evidence" of the eastern 
origin of the Magi (p. 59)? or that "the wisdom literature shows 
many traces of Indian influence" (p. 147)? or that "during the first 
century of the development of the Christian church the ideal of a God- 
mother was abandoned" (p. 148) ? Did not the Semites "rise" till long 
after 3000 B. C. (p. 29)? 

The author's philosophy (or his English) puzzles the reviewer. 
What does this mean : " (God's) nature does not consist of indifferent 
generalities, but exhibits a distinct suchness. Indeed : all suchness in 
the world, in physical nature as well as in the domain of spirit, depends 
upon God as here defined " (p. 4) ? (Italics are all ours.) 

Minor blemishes are found. "Bell-Merodach" (p. 41) rings false; 
the horrible word "resurrected" occurs pp. 163, 247; rapdrapaai for 
TapTapd>o-a<s is found p. 200 ; av<wKo\oTrC£,ecr6<u means, not "crucify," but 
impale (p. 211). After all, the illustrations are the best part of the 
volume. 

George W. Gilmore. 

Meadville Theological School, 
Meadville, Pa. 

The Spiritual Life : Studies in the Science of Religion. By 
George A. Coe. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1900. Pp 
281. $1. 

The second title to the volume represents its character better than 
the first. It is not a treatise or essay on the spiritual life, but a care- 
ful study of certain groups of religious phenomena from an empirical 
point of view. It is one of the best — certainly the most lucid and 
interesting — of those studies which approach the facts of religion by 
the methods of psychology. It stands for a distinct epoch in the study 
of religion — the reinforcement of philosophical and theological dis- 
cussion of the problems of the spiritual life by the methods of science. 

Perhaps the most valuable and original contribution in the volume 
is on the relation between temperament and religion. Why do certain 
persons experience striking religious transformations and others labor 
in vain for such experiences ? Why do certain forms of religious 
expression appeal to one class of persons and not to another ? What 
conditions underlie the different attitudes of the sexes toward the con- 
ventional religious forms ? Dr. Coe's analysis is clear, and his array 
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of evidences is convincing that the differences are due in part to consti- 
tutional and temperamental causes. 

Dr. Coe and his students went to work in a critical and painstaking 
way to secure the data used and to test the reliability of their conclu- 
sions. In determining the relation between constitutional peculiarities 
and religious phenomena attending conversion, or, in cases in which 
conversion was not experienced, even when sought after, the relation 
of this fact to temperament, the method was as follows : Persons were 
asked to write answers to printed questions regarding their experi- 
ences. 

"These answers were supplemented in various ways : First, personal inter- 
views were had with a large proportion of the persons examined. The cross- 
questioning which these interviews made possible not only cleared up 
doubtful points in the papers, but also elicited many new and important 
facts. Second, a large proportion of the subjects were placed under careful 
scrutiny by myself and others, with a view to securing objective evidence as 
to temperament. These observations were guided by a carefully prepared 
scheme of temperamental manifestations. Third, interviews, based upon the 
same scheme, were had with friends and acquaintances of certain of the per- 
sons under examination. Finally, in order to get at the facts of suggestibility, 
hypnotic experiments were made upon all the important cases that were 
accessible." (P. log.) 

The classification of temperaments was made according to Wundt's 
scheme of the rapidity and strength of mental processes, and also by 
judging whether sensibility, intellect, or will was the most prominent 
faculty, and by estimating the place of each of these three faculties in 
respect to promptness and intensity. The persons who looked for- 
ward to a marked transformation through conversion were divided into 
two classes, those who experienced it and those who did not. " Where 
expectation was satisfied, there sensibility is distinctly predominant, 
but where expectation was disappointed, there intellect is just as dis- 
tinctly predominant." In the inquiry as to the possible relation 
between striking transformations and suggestibility, thirty-one of the 
persons studied were hypnotized. They were observed as to their 
"passive suggestibility" or "spontaneous auto-suggestion" while 
under hypnotic influence. Of fourteen persons who expected a strik- 
ing transformation and experienced it, thirteen are of the passive type. 
Also , with only one clear exception, the twelve persons whose expec- 
tation was disappointed belong to the spontaneous type. In summing 
up these coincidences, Dr. Coe adds : 
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Would you understand the emotional aspects of religious experiences ? 
Do not ascribe them to the inscrutable ways of God, but to ascertainable dif- 
ferences in men's mental constitutions ; do not theorize about divine grace, 
but study the hidden workings of the human mind. (P. 140.) 

These conclusions and others are made to ramify into the most 
practical aspects of the religious life. They include a study of divine 
healing, the employment of suggestion in revival meetings, a compar- 
ison of the religious traits of men and women, a psychological analysis 
of sainthood, a study of some adolescent difficulties, and a study of 
the psychological aspects of hymnology and prayer-meeting songs. 
The book should be welcomed, not only by psychologists, but also by 
religious workers. It will be edifying to both. Its effect must be to 
increase the insight, skill, and efficiency of those in active service. 

Edwin D. Starbuck. 
Leland Stanford, Jr., University, 
California. 



Ariste-e ad Philocratem Epistula cum ceteris de origine 
versionis LXX interpretum testimoniis. Ludovici Mendels- 
sohn schedis usus edidit Paulus Wendland. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1900. Pp. xxviii + 229. M. 4. 

Professor Wendland has supplied a long-felt want in the present 
work. He has succeeded to the labors of Professor Mendelssohn, of 
Dorpat, who had made preparations for an exhaustive edition of the 
letter of Aristeas, which his untimely death prevented him from com- 
pleting. With the assistance of the collations made by Mendelssohn 
and Lumbroso, and with help from other scholars, Wendland has pro- 
duced a thoroughly satisfactory and readable text. Some obscurities 
in the language may yet be removed by emendation, but little improve- 
ment is likely to accrue from collation of fresh manuscripts. The 
present text is based upon the readings of seven manuscripts, and full 
use is for the first time made of the important extracts of Eusebius and 
the paraphrase of Josephus. But perhaps the most useful part of the 
work consists in the happy emendations by which several errors which 
have affected all the known manuscripts and the Eusebian text have 
been removed. We may specially mention 18:12, in yap «riTay)Js 
warp ov$iv av «<T7rovi£e ("had there been any injunction;" MSS., 
im ra. T)}s ov<rr)s) ; 28 : 19, wore viroAa/x/Javeiv (MSS., oSs tvjtov Xa/x/Jo- 
vav) ; 50:15, otrai yap iroAeis i$e<riv 18101s o-vyxpwrai (MSS., turiy 
ots) ; 78:22, «ya> 8' el ireirXeovauca (MSS., «yi> 8« tTwa irktiova km, the 



